
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE ISF BOARD

In the meanwhile, we have been perfecting our 

Online Learning Protocols that now focus even 

more on the psychological and emotional well 

being during difficult and stressful 

circumstances, in addition to academic learning.  

We are all impacted by the outbreak of Covid-19 

and have to deal with, among many other 

things, the uncertainty about the future. But 

one thing is certain with ISF - the teaching and 

learning will continue in the safest possible 

environment. Whether this is physically in a 

classroom, on the playground or at home 

through an online platform, we will ensure that 

we continue to deliver a dynamic learning 

experience for all our students. 

I would like to wish you all a great mid-term 

break. And even if you are not able to travel to 

see your family or do things you would 

normally do, let 's all try to enjoy the small 

things in life and most of all, stay safe!

Kind Regards,

Kaisa Sorjonen

ISF Board Chair

It has been a joy to see all the students 

and staff back on both our campuses 

after the challenging spring we had! 

Although we continue to operate under 

the unusual circumstances, with many 

exceptional measures put in place, our ISF 

Community has demonstrated a true 

commitment to our values; we confront 

our challenges with creativity and 

perseverance and we continue to work as 

one team with positive thinking.  

Our highly motivated, competent and 

caring leadership team and teachers 

demonstrated during the 1st lock-down 

that with creativity and the use of  the 

Google for Education platform  learning 

continued despite the physical  closure of 

the campus. 
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WELCOME FROM THE HEAD  OF CAMPUS

Welcome to our first newsletter of this 

academic year. It has been an usual and 

challenging start to the year but as always 

our community has pulled together and 

faced these challenges head on. We 

appreciate your support with our COVID 19 

measures and we hope that together we can 

continue to keep our school population safe 

and well.

Maintaining a sense of normal for  the 

students has been a high priority and it was 

with this in mind that we have worked 

together with our Waterloo campus to 

continue to offer collaborative activities. Our 

first activity was the very relevant COVID 

Resilience Workshop.  

This workshop was designed to help our 

students explore their thoughts and feelings 

about the pandemic and offered tools 

children can use to help them to remain 

positive during difficult and unusual times.

Student voices is also very important to 

us at ISF. In the first half term the 

students were invited to be part of the 

important job of naming our school 

buildings. Our upper primary students 

were  tasked with the job of 

researching famous locals and all 

students were involved in the vote to 

choose the winning names. We will 

look forward to organising an opening 

ceremony later this year. The results of 

our vote: 

Van Dyck  Vil la - Early years, Admin

Dot rem ent  House - Primary 

Bosch House - Daycare 

Franzt en Hall - Gym 

Merckx Park  - Playground

 I look forward to seeing you all  again 

after half term. 

Stay safe and well. 

Mrs Órla



WELCOME FROM THE DEPUTY 

A new academic year and a fresh start. New and old faces coming together to make our 

school the special place we are all proud of.  I am really looking forward to taking on the 

role of Deputy Head, and I feel privileged to work alongside such dedicated staff 

members, enthusiastic students and supportive parents. 

One of my responsibilit ies is to facilitate the children?s voice; 

enabling the children to have a say in the school?s everyday life...the 

things that matter to the children. Our first steps have been taken 

and the children now have a ?voice?. 

 

Our Student Council and House Captain elections took place at the 

start of the academic year. Students were invited to put themselves 

forward for election, and to prepare speeches outlining why they 

think they should be chosen. Some children confronted their 

challenges; nervously but successfully completing their 

presentations. 

The hall of children listened attentively, showing respect to each of the candidates. The 

voting was anonymous and democratic. The students chosen are now looking forward to 

working as a team and to be inspirational role models for each other, demonstrating our 

schools values at all t imes.

In fact, they have already been instrumental in helping to choose and recommend 

playground equipment, to ensure everyone is enjoying their playtimes safely and happily.  

I look forward to our regular meetings and hearing our leaders? 

ideas. 

We will keep you posted!

Mrs Julie 

  

Stu den t  Cou n ci l

H ou se Cap tai n s



   FRENCH

During French class, the Year 5 and 6 studied physical description 

(vocabulary and verbs to make a complete sentence). 

Students described themselves, their classmates and then had to 

choose a fictional character, draw it and describe it in front of the 

class. Students were able to ask questions and find out which 

character it was.

With our native speakers, we studied in poems by Victor Hugo and 

his biography. The students recited one of the 2 poems with a lot of 

spirit and good intonation!

DUTCH

During Dutch lessons the pre-primary students have been learning all 

about animals (dieren in Dutch). We draw our favourite animals and 

learned which sounds they make.  They also played an animal domino 

game.

EAL

This half term in EAL sessions we?ve had fun practicing directional language by leading our 

friends to find treasure and using positional language within instructions to create identical 

pictures without seeing the original. It is a real challenge to find the precise words and phrases 

in a new language! The Game of Life has been an opportunity to use tenses as we described 

what we did/are doing/will do in the places we visited around the board and online Kahoot 

quizzes create healthy competition between students aiming to improve their grasp on new 

IPC vocabulary. 



KEY DATES YEAR 5 & 6 

YEAR 4

After units reinforcing and teaching place value and formal 

methods of addition and subtraction in mathematics, the children 

have moved onto exploring shape. In particular, Years 5 and 6 

have enjoyed exploring 3D shapes. The Year 5 children have 

studied 3D shape properties, recognising parallel and 

perpendicular edges/faces and they have explored shapes from 

different viewpoints and angles. 

Year 6 have explored cubes and their numerous net possibilit ies; 

alongside constructing and drawing their own nets for cuboids and 

tetrahedrons. Lots of practical apparatus and hands-on 

investigations, equating to lots of fun in lessons!

Many of us love to eat chocolate, but did you know you can paint with 

it?

Our amazing Year 4 class  created some delicious, delectable looking 

paintings, using melted dark, milk and white chocolate!  

Expressing their creativity was at the heart of this activity, and our 

students did just that.  

By only being able to use these three shades of chocolate, they have 

practised different master methods that have given brightness and 

depth to these works of art!

16  Novem ber  

Back t o school

4 Decem ber

 Sint er  Klaas 

16 Decem ber

 Wint er  Break  

QUIZ
Can you list 

three ISF 
Values?  

First 5 correct 
values to be 

posted on our 
FB account wins 

a treat. 
 



YEAR 3

YEAR 1 & 2

We have been very busy in Year 3 this term.  Our IPC topic at the start of 

the year was Brainwaves so we decided to make papier mache heads with 

the brains showing!  It was a long process but well worth it!  Our current 

topic is Adventures and Explorers so we built Mars Rovers out of LEGO 

and then programmed our Rovers to rove using the LEGO WeDo 2.0 app.  I 

imagine the obstacles on Mars are nothing compared to the obstacles 

faced in the Year 3 classroom!! 

Part of being an Eco-School is that we take pride in our school 

environment.  We started to prepare our school garden for some 

upcoming planting.  There were a tremendous amount of weeds and it 

took a while to dig them all up!

In Literacy and linking to our IPC topic we made some comics  depicting 

characters exploring various exotic destinations.  We used some 

wonderful adjectives to describe the settings as well as some fantastic 

adverbs to add some depth to our writing.

Over the last couple of weeks our Maths topic has been Geometry so we 

have been learning to accurately draw 2D shapes to a certain specification 

as well as designing robots consisting solely of 2D shapes!

As part of their IPC unit ?Tim e Travellers? the Year 1 & 2 students 

have had fun exploring the topic ?Celebrations around the world?. We 

first investigated what kind of different celebrations are celebrated in 

our families and cultures and then moved onto creating our very own 

celebration book!

For our book we investigated four different celebrations that are all 

celebrated near the Autumn or harvest time: Thanksgiving, 

Mid-Autumn Festival, Diwali and Sinterklaas. We also had an honour to 

welcome our School-counselor Razeeka in our class to tell us all about 

the Indian Diwali.  Her talk about Diwali inspired the Year 1 & 2 

students to explore the art of making beautiful Mandalas.. 

After all the hard work the children were very proud of their 

celebration books and looked forward to taking them home! 

.



PRE-PRIMARY

Pre-Primary has been exploring the changes of 

nature during this Autumn season. We 

observed the trees in the playground and 

painted these observations with paintbrushes 

and our fingers. We named the letter for each 

part of a tree. We listened to the story of 

?Stickman? by Julia Donaldson and went on stick 

hunts. We ordered the sticks by length and 

brought our own stickman to life.

PRE-SCHOOL

Pre-School had a wonderful time dressing up in 

our National costumes for International Day.  We 

all loved learning about Belgium for the day, 

especially eating our delicious waffles and fries!  

We also tried to make the Atomium and, of course, 

sang some of our favourite Dutch and French 

songs. We had great fun!

COMING SOON - WINTER SHOW  
This year?s Win ter Show  production  is called ?Porridge?. 

Rehearsals are w ell underw ay w ith students practicing songs, 
dances and learn ing their lines in  preparation  for f ilm ing. 
We are happy to share w ith you our Win ter Show  at the 
end of term  for som e holiday view ing!

When a crim e w ave h its Happy Valley, There is a caseload 
of m ysteries to be solved! Who has stolen Ma Hubbard? 
recipe book? Who kidnapped Marigold the cow .............?



CLUBS

Despite COVID 19 restrictions this year, we have still 

managed to offer an exciting and varied range of Clubs 

this term.  Active Club with Mr Toby has included 

Hockey, Benchball, Football and the extremely popular 

Extreme Dodgeball!!  Barriers were erected as the 

children ducked and dodged the flying balls!  Mr 

Nathan?s Football Club has been as popular as always 

with the children honing their dribbling, passing and 

shooting skills.  Ms Alice?s Year 1 and 2?s art club have 

been producing some wonderfully creative artwork.  

The children participated in an Autumn Walk where 

leaves were collected, painted white and then pressed 

to make a highly impressive outcome.  Mrs Julie?s 

classroom is buzzing and she is always deep in 

concentration trying to defeat various children during 

Board Game Club.  Chess seems a particularly 

favourite!  Mrs Jen?s Story & Craft Club always looks 

very exciting with the children producing Autumnal 

trees, hiding teddies and beautiful butterflies!

Int ernat ional Day of  Peace

New Chrom e Books 

Int ernat ional Day 



Teacher  Appreciat ion Day 

ISF Tervuren 's aim  is to create and m ain tain  links betw een school and hom e life for all of  our 
fan tastic fam ilies. Thank you for being part of our com m unity and a big w elcom e to our new  

m em bers.

Here is a brief sum m ary of w hat w e've been up to since term  started in  Septem ber 2002:

Prior to the children 's return  to cam pus, school received tw o sm art boards. The PTA is very 
thankful to all fam ilies, both present and past w ho have w orked hard to generate the incom e 

to pay for these.Ms Orla w ill be happy to show  these off  to parents on appoin tm ent (they have 
som e really cool features). 

5 October w as the UNESCO In ternational Teachers' Day - the PTA again  funded a super thank 
you breakfast and sm all gif t for all teachers - organ ised. The Class Reps also organ ised a creative 

gif t in  partnership w ith parents and children - all of  w hom  said to m e how  touched at how  
quickly and w illingly everyone w orked together to m ake the occasion so special fo r the 

teachers.

Looking ahead , w e are w orking w ith the school to help fund equipm ent to help keep the 
children outside over the com ing m onths - w e have challenged the children to generate som e 
ideas during WOW Wednesday). We w ill assess for feasibility  - w e w ant to say a big fat YES to 

any school ideas. 

Please continue to keep our com m unity thriving by using the Whatsapp chat group to ask 
questions and share useful in form ation . 

Greetings  - Liz 

Message from  the PTA
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After the long and warm summer, the children at ISF 

Daycare Tervuren are more than ready for autumn. The 

children are busy discovering the changing environment 

outside in our playground and they have also been 

creating autumnal artwork to brighten our rooms. 

Everyone is excited to discover what this new season will 

bring. 

ISF DAYCARE - TERVUREN 

OUR VALUES
We are Individuals, Students, Friends

We work as One Team with Positive Thinking and Open Minds

We Confront our Challenges with Creativity and Perseverance

We are Honest with each other and Respectful to everyone

We are ISF!
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