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Dear ISF community members,

We are proud to announce that ISF has been awarded full accreditation with the Council of
International Schools (CIS)! CIS is a well-regarded educational community committed to high
standards and ensures high-quality international education. It is a proud moment for ISF to have been
granted accreditation. Currently, out of more than 8 000 international schools globally, only 735
schools in 116 countries are CIS accredited (9%). ISF is the only small international school in Belgium
to achieve this status. We wish to thank each and every member of our community who helped us on
the five-year journey. A special thank you to our group of dedicated leaders, teachers and support
staff.  Below are some of the many positive comments CIS made in their report.

In CIS´ report, it stated: ISF is "a warm and friendly school with integrity." Parents and staff
"overwhelmingly confirmed the spirit of openness, fairness, trust and mutual respect in the community"
and value the "open communication between school and home." ISF is commended for nurturing a
school culture that ensures that well-being is central to the school functioning and positively impacts
student learning, and "all members of the community feel valued and included." The inspection report
highlighted that “child safeguarding is the top priority" at ISF which "creates and ensures a positive
learning environment in which students feel safe and able to achieve their best.“ ¨Both campuses are
well equipped and extremely detailed Health and Safety records are kept."

The investment our school has made in expanding, improving and developing our technology platforms
led to "parents appreciating that students are acquiring important IT skills for their current and future
lives." ISF is "committed to continually develop the school's premises and shows continued flexibility
and commitment to better meet students' needs." ISF uses "technology that supports education of the
21st Century Learner" and the Google for Education platform "helped significantly for students to
manage their time" and learning. "Technology and GDPR systems are secure to support intensive
online learning" thus ensuring we can move to online learning without any disruptions to lessons.

At ISF, "students are encouraged to develop personal, social, emotional and academic skills to prepare
them for the global community in which they live." ISF is praised for developing its "learning continuum
for developing global citizenship." At the core of what we do, our group of dedicated teachers and
leaders, who “explicitly identify activities and strategies to differentiate the curriculum to meet student
needs,” and “that all students benefit from our curriculum.“ Our unique development of our Global
Citizenship Diploma programme ensures that “appropriate strategies for the development of
intercultural competencies,” which is extremely beneficial for our student’s future success, are
purposefully taught.

Our commitment to the environment was also recognised, as "ISF goes beyond local environmental
laws to reduce the school's environmental impact and enhance sustainability" while ISF's
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"service-learning has a positive impact on all." ISF's commitment to "global awareness is one of the
considerations parents take into account when choosing our school.¨

What does this accreditation mean for us? It is an internationally-recognised symbol of excellence in
education providing surety to our community members that we are achieving the very best possible
standards of care and education for our learners. “As a global organisation, CIS helps schools access
new international educational practices, gain recognition for accomplishments, attract qualified staff,
facilitate student connections with leading universities around the world, and provide a quality
international education experience to students and parents." The quality and rigour of a CIS
Accreditation is recognized by ministries, departments of education, and universities around the world.
Over the next two weeks we will be posting on our social media more information on each of the
aspects of the school - please like and share!

Accreditation with CIS is an exciting step into the future for us, and we wish to thank our entire
community for their role in making this happen.

Yours sincerely,

Belinda Yates Cobus Steyn
Executive Head Deputy Executive Head

On behalf of the school board: Kaisa Sorjonen (Board Chair), Rianne Buist, Mike Nwangebo and the school

leadership team: Orla Mc Loughlin (Head of Campus: Tervuren), Arancha Barrasa (Head of Primary), Nadim

Bayeh (Head of Secondary), Julie Boyd (Deputy Head of Campus) and Analida Anguizola (Interim Head of

Primary)


