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N EW SLETTER

WELCOME FROM THE HEAD  OF CAMPUS

Happy New Year! 2021 has finally 

arrived and we are back at school 

ready to work hard, learn new things, 

develop new skills, continue practicing 

our resilience and challenge ourselves 

each day.

The new year starts with many 

wonderful initiatives and events to 

look forward to. We begin of course 

with our annual Jump Start 

programme, the children will 

participate in ten minutes of aerobic 

dance every morning to get their 

brains in gear for their lessons, 

research shows that a short burst of 

activity can help get our brains 

working faster during the cold Winter 

months! Ms Dori has many dance 

moves to get everyone moving!  

Coming up this term, we will also be 

developing our Literacy skills during 

English Week  and  our scientific

brains during Science Week. The children will have 

many opportunities to acquire new knowledge and 

develop their skills while having fun completing a 

range of different activities based on the themes for 

the year. During English Week, we would also love to 

have parents share stories from their country and 

culture. Your class teacher will be in touch with you to 

see if you would be interested in getting involved and 

reading some stories from your childhood to our 

children.

Part of our school mission is to ignite a passion for 

learning and an acceptance of personal responsibility 

throughout our school and this term we will be working 

on this during our WOW lessons, where the children 

will be learning about the importance of protecting 

their environment. We will be encouraging them to 

express and share their opinions about environmental 

issues and brainstorm possible solutions for us to use 

at school.  They will be investigating different ways of 

recycling, what can be recycled and using recycled 

materials to improve the look of our school by creating 

some beautiful up-cycled artwork.

Looking forward to a great term ahead! 

Mrs Orla

https://www.facebook.com/isftervuren/
http://@isftervuren
http://isf_tervuren
https://www.isftervuren.org/


The end of the Autumn term was wonderfully hectic with rehearsals and the subsequent 

performance of our Winter Show: Porridge! Hopefully, you have all managed to watch the 

show video and we hope it brought joy to you all; brightening up the bleak weather and 

lockdown. It wasn?t the same without you as an audience, and seeing the children get 

excited about performing in front of their families, but it was still a magical experience. 

Miss Tahlia and Mrs Deborah worked tirelessly to ensure the show was going to take place 

in spite of all the restrictions and bubbles which needed adhering to. Together, with the 

support of the staff, they persevered with the situation and refused to let it stop the show. 

?The show must go on? certainly rang a bell.

The children rehearsed their lines in school and at home and they even sang the songs 

during their lunchtimes! In fact, resilience was demonstrated at every rehearsal, as the 

children practised and practised and practised again. Creative flair shone among the actors 

and it was a delight to see the dances from Years 1 and 2, Pre-Primary and Pre-School...the 

rest of the school clapped and cheered enthusiastically, supporting them superbly. They 

especially loved the teachers dancing alongside them: very entertaining! 

Thank you for the amazing costumes you sent in; supporting the school generously as 

usual - the children certainly looked ?the part?.  One of our school character values is 

adaptability, well this show has embodied this in every way. We feel very proud of the 

children?s achievements, and I know they feel a sense of pride in themselves too.

We look forward to our new challenges in 2021.

Mrs Julie 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY MRS  JULIE 



H ou se Cap tai n s

Hello, I am Tarini the 2020/21 President for ISF Tervuren. I 

am 11 years old and I come from India! I really enjoy 

being the President of the school and I am sure the other 

Student Council members will enjoy their roles this year! 

Leina  is the Vice President. She is 10 years old and she is 

from Japan! Leina helps me decide on what we should do 

this year. She is a great help! Filip is the Secretary. He is 8 

years old and he is from Czech Republic, he is the person 

who writes down the great ideas! An amazing job so far 

Filip! Norbert  (A.K.A. Bertie) is the Treasurer. He is 10 

years old and he is from the Czech Republic, he is the one 

who collects the money! A great job at doing all the 

maths! 

Year 3 students have started the term beginning to learn about 

the traditions and rituals surrounding the Chinese New Year 

festival. They learnt about the story of ?Nian? and why Chinese 

families celebrate the Lunar New Year the way they do. 

Throughout the next weeks Year 3 will also  be learning about key 

features found in traditional Chinese music. Students will create 

their own compositions using the Pentatonic Scale (a 5 note scale 

found typically in Chinese Traditional Music) and perform our 

work along with a dragon dance to celebrate the festival on 

February  12th.  

 MUSIC  



   FRENCH
In French classes, we studied food, tastes and 

preferences. We have been talking about the 

traditional dishes of each student 's culture. 

The students made presentations explaining 

the recipe and when the dish was eaten (for 

example during special occasions). They had to 

answer questions from their classmates. The 

advanced French students studied a poem  

Calligramme about the theme Winter.

DUTCH

EAL

In the EAL classroom, as well as practicing English, we love to share our culture with one 

another. Last term, the children each talked about food from their home nation (or one of 

their home nations!) and described their favourite for our display. Visit Hungary for Gulyás, 

Gambia for Benachin, Morocco for Tagine, Russia for blini (pancake), Poland for pierogi, 

Pakistan for watermelon, Lithuania for cepelinai or your local frituur for the much loved 

Belgian snack, frites. It makes us hungry every time we look at the pictures on display!

In the Dutch lesson the children of Pre-school, Pre-Primary and  Year 1 - 2  will be learning all 

about the food they eat.  They will explore going the supermarket and the food we buy in the 

supermarket. They will also be learning how to prepare food and  they will have the 

opportunity to discuss their favorite foods. 



KEY DATES

As part of their IPC unit: Black Gold, the Year 5 and 6 students 

enjoyed exploring rocks. They sorted and classified them 

using geographical vocabulary: sedimentary, igneous and 

metamorphic rocks. They researched each rock type and 

commented on their properties. They considered porosity, 

hardness and permeability. It was wonderful hearing the 

children use these terms as they worked in pairs. 

They have also been looking at the consequences of burning 

fossil fuels and the impact this has on the environment. The 

students were especially interested in acid rain and they were 

surprised to see how it affects our woodlands, forests, crops, 

waterways and buildings. The unit has certainly sparked the 

children into caring for the planet even more. The planet will 

be safe in their hands!
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K ey  D a t es  

25  -  29  Ja n  -  En g l is h  we e k   

8  -  12 Fe b  -  Sc ie n c e  We e k  

15  -  19  Fe b  -  Mid  Te r m B r e a k  

23 Fe b  -  Fir s t  d a y  o f  s c h o o l  

2 A p r il  -  Eg g  h un t  

5  -  16  A p r il  -  Sp r in g  B R EA K    



YEAR 4

YEAR 3

 How do Gears Work?

Our Year 4 students have been learning about different types of 

materials and their properties in our IPC unit ?Material World?.  

During this unit we have researched the materials used to make 

different types of gears found on all different types of equipment:  

from bicycles to clocks and even heavy duty machines.  We have 

also discovered more about how gears work. 

As a project, we made some ?gear grids? using cardboard cutout 

gears and straws as the centre ?turning mechanism?.  The goal was 

to create a working gear unit by matching up the correct gears to 

one another, and finding a way to keep the gears turning in a 

continuous motion.  Students were quick to point out that some 

gears were turning clockwise and others in an anticlockwise 

rotation in order for the grid to operate correctly.

In Year 3 we finished 2020 in style by completing lots of exciting 

activities.  In Literacy, we focussed on our report writing skills and 

wrote a newspaper report based on the events of our fire alarm drill!  

We even conducted an interview with Mrs Maria as she was in charge 

of the practice.  In Maths,  we moved on from our Geometry topic 

where we made 3D shapes and embarked on a Right Angle Hunt to 

Multiplication and Division work, times tables games and chanting 

filled the air! During IPC, we made some watercolour paintings 

depicting the negative effect mining can have on the world's water 

sources.  Mining chemicals cause some water sources to change colour 

and though this looks beautiful it is actually incredibly harmful to the 

local environment.  We discussed whether we agreed with mining and 

exploration in general and whether there were any solutions to stop 

the negative impact on the environment.  As late Autumn was still in 

the air during WOW Wednesday we completed lots of leaf based 

artwork whether that was experimenting with colour mixing when 

painting leaves to using real leaves to create an Autumn scene.  After 

months of rehearsals and learning of lines and songs, the children put 

on an excellent performance!  Here?s to a busy 2021!!



YEAR 2

The Year 2 students have been learning to 

count in 2s, 5s, and 10s. This was the first step 

before moving into multiplication and division! 

We have learned to use the division and 

multiplication symbol for the first time! It has 

been an exciting topic for us as we have 

practiced it in many different ways; we used 

manipulative materials, sang songs, used 

mathletics, played some games?  

Super work Year 2!

During their IPC Unit "Freeze it" the Year 1  and 2  students have learnt about water, 

ice, temperature changes as well as melting and freezing! Children got to explore 

freezing points of liquids through different hands-on experiments and learnt how to 

measure the temperature using a thermometer. They also made some yummy frozen 

treats including fruity ice-lollies and discovered how to make vanilla ice cream in a 

bag! Good collaboration skills were also needed when building a cooler box with 

different recycled materials. Well done Year 1 and 2 for their enthusiastic learning, 

once again.  

YEAR 1



N EW SLETTER
SKYLIN E H IGH

PRE-PRIMARY

As part of their IPC unit Family and Friends, the children have enjoyed learning about 

different holiday celebrations including Christmas celebrations. We looked at the needles of 

a conifer tree and the different shapes of trees. We drew our own Christmas tree and 

decorated it with glitter.  We also made our own Christmas decorations with model clay 

and coloured it with gold, silver and bronze paint. 

Pre-Primary has been practising the numbers 1 to 20 so we could help Sinter Klaas deliver 

the presents to the correct house. We noticed all houses have their own house number so 

we were able to help bring the gifts to their designated numbers.

PRE-SCHOOL

If you go down in the woods today, you're 

sure of a big surprise? .. this week there 

were lots of teddy bears in Pre-School 

having a wonderful time!  To start our new 

IPC topic ?Bears?, the children brought 

their teddies to school to join in with our 

activities.  We sang songs, played in the 

Three Bear 's Cottage role-play area, 

sewed our threading bears, retold the 

Goldilocks story in the small world sand 

tray and matched the teddy bricks.  We 

had great fun!



A big hello to 2021, all existing and new families.  Our community continues to grow and develop, so a big 

virtual welcome to everyone who has recently joined us.

Despite the limitations on socialising, December still felt like a busy time, especially for the children.  The 

PTA, whilst not on site decorating trees etc, was delighted to fund the Sinter Klaas outfit for his virtual 

'visit ' and funded the very beautiful wooden tree decorations that the children made for their winter craft 

morning. 

More news from the PTA - Richard has kindly offered to be the new Treasurer - so contact him if you have 

a PTA expense and he'll let you know how to claim the money back.  Other funding projects include the 

purchase of over 500 euro of new books for the library - our library is a shining beacon of best practice 

with an emphasis on books that reflect our society - strong female lead and diverse characters feature in 

many new books, which the PTA is delighted to support.  The ISF Tervuren Football Club continues, with 

practice on Saturday mornings, attracting players from both our school and the wider community - we 

are proud to organise this and send a big thank you to Gemma  and Tyler for their help in organising it.

Looking ahead, the PTA, with the help of our very own Jen and Nathan Gregory, will be organising a virtual 
quiz night - rounds will be both family and nationality-friendly.  More information will be sent out once we 
have the details organised.

As ever, please use the ISF Tervuren whatsapp group if you have any questions about school or life here 
in Belgium.  Do email pta@isftervuren.org if you aren't yet a member and we'll get you added.

ISF DAYCARE

The children of the daycare have 

made their own holiday greeting 

card for the festivities. They 

used their feet to make a print. 

This way they were able  to 

experience the feeling of 

different materials on their skin.

The daycare children are ready 

for the new activities and 

challenges of 2021.

CLUBS 

MESSAGE FROM THE PTA
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A vir t ual visit  f rom  
Sint er  Klaas

Wint er  Show 2020 

Year  5 & 6 m ade wor ry dolls in t heir  IPC 
unit  - Express Yourself  

Wint er  show 2020
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TEST YOUR  ISF K NOWLED GE

Across
2. I  think before I  take any action. I  am ....

6. At ISF we are r ich in .....?

Down
1. At school I  acquire ......?

3. I  am Dora the ........

4. I  am par t of the ISF ....?

5. We are not negative we are .... thinkers.
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