
1

Newsletter

June 2019 

NEWS FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL 
As another academic year draws to a close, I would like to express how proud I am to be leading such 

a wonderful community of staff, students and parents. 

It has been a busy year and we have countless happy memories to reflect back on and so many 
achievements to celebrate. Our purpose as educators is to encourage a passion for lifelong learning 
in our students and to provide them with opportunities to develop the knowledge, skills and 
understanding that they will need to be successful in the future. The success of a student is not solely 
based on their academic progress and results but can also be measured by their social, emotional 
and interpersonal skills and their contribution to school life. At ISF we believe in taking a holistic 
approach to learning, offering our students the chance to develop not only academic skills but also 
the soft skills, such as teamwork, collaboration, communication, creativity, critical thinking and 
problem solving that are important in this ever changing world. 

Our Open WOW Wednesdays have been a great success this year and 
we have seen many visitors join us to participate in a snapshot of 
learning at ISF. We will continue with these Open Days next year and I 
encourage you to join us and experience our WOW Wednesday 
curriculum for yourself. Our first Open Day next academic year will be 
held on September 25th.

I wish you all a wonderful and restful Summer break.

Thank you

Mrs Ór la - Head of  School

The Best  Possible St ar t  in Life

Our WOW Wednesday program is a wonderful example of this as it 
is designed to extend our students learning outside of the 
curriculum to encompass these important life skills. Each term the 
children have been exposed to new learning experiences, 
developing their leadership, teamwork, communication and 
collaboration skills. They have developed their problem solving and 
critical thinking skills through developing ideas and plans to work 
towards our Green Flag. Every week, the children have embraced 
the lessons with full enthusiasm and it is these social, emotional 
and interpersonal skills that have a positive effect on our students 
overall progress and learning.

https://www.facebook.com/isftervuren/
https://twitter.com/isftervuren
https://www.instagram.com/isf_tervuren/?hl=en
http://www.isftervuren.org
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NEWS FROM THE DEPUTY HEAD 
This t erm  we have connect ed our  WOW Wednesday 

program  w it h our  Green Flag act ivit ies.

The children have all had t he oppor t unit y t o do som e 

gardening and plant  som e seeds and veget ables. Our  

wonder ful garden is look ing good and we are look ing 

forward t o a healt hy pot at o crop very soon.  The 

children have also m ade a scarecrow  t o help keep 

t hose birds away! Please do com e along and see if  we 

are Chelsea Flower  Show ready.

All t he children have also worked very hard collect ed bot t le t ops t o recycle int o 

som e beaut ifu l ar t work  for  our  out side areas. These creat ions have t aken t im e 

and t eam work  t o put  t oget her  and w il l  soon be displayed in school for  everyone 

t o see. A big t hanks t o Jacques for  all t he help m ak ing our  ar t work  look  even 

bet t er .

Last ly t he children had anot her  chance t o do som e healt hy cook ing in our  

fabulous cook ing area and we are not icing lot s of  healt hy food com ing in t heir  

lunch boxes t oo, so well done everyone!

Help us keep up our  #ISFweek lygreenchallenge over  t he Sum m er . 

Send us a phot o if  you are doing som et hing t o 

help t he environm ent  and we w il l  share it  on our  social m edia.

I w ish you all a wonder ful Sum m er .

Caroline Gil l
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Nursery

In Nursery, we have been learning about 
?Plants and Flowers? in IPC.  We were 
thrilled when a parcel arrived for us 
containing seeds, flower pots and gar-
dening gloves.  We eagerly planted the 
seeds in the classroom and our patience 
was eventually rewarded when we ob-
served tiny, green shoots using our 
magnifying glasses.  The beanstalks 

eventually grew so tall!  We also found 
some sparkly, magic beans in the class-
room and imagined what we might find 
at the top of a magic beanstalk.  We 
walked to Aveve where we learned about 
shopping for garden equipment.  On our 
return, we put our new skills to use in 
our Garden Centre in the role-play area.
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Recept ion

On Tuesday 11th June we joined the Reception class from ISF Waterloo on a 
visit to The Meise Botanical Gardens.  This visit linked well with our IPC topic 
this term, Plants and Flowers.  All the children thoroughly enjoyed each 
other 's company as we explored the beautiful grounds where we went on a 
scavenger hunt, trying to find as many species of plants and flowers as we 
could.  We then went to the various greenhouses which range from the desert 
environment to the rainforest.  We were surprised by the vast number of 
different types of plants and flowers and we were amazed to learn about how 
a cactus survives in such warm conditions.  Some of us left the greenhouses 
particularly sweaty!!  A great day was had by all and some of us were very tired 
on the bus ride back to school!
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Year  1
Most  of  us know, or  have heard all about  superheroes.  They are t he super  

power ful, super  st rong, super  fast  heroines and heroes we read about  in com ic 

books - dashing all over , saving t he wor ld f rom  t hose hor r ible baddies!  

These, of  course, are f ict ional charact ers...but  what  would you say if  I t old you 

t hat , you and I...and everyone in t he wor ld...are sur rounded by everyday 

superheroes?

Our  fabulously fant ast ic Year  1 st udent s have been learning about  everyday 

superheroes and what  m akes t hem  so super .

For  exam ple, doct ors and nurses and police of f icers and f iref ight ers do t heir  

best  t o help, but  did you know t hat  m um s and dads, sist ers and brot hers, 

grandparent s and aunt s and uncles...your  next  door  neighbour ...can also be 

everyday superheroes?  Even YOU!

Choosing t he r ight  pat h is not  always easy, but  when we do our  best  it  m akes 

us all superheroes!



6

Year  2

Year  2 have green f ingers!
Year 2 have had lots of fun doing with 

our topic of plants and insects.

Our assembly was so exciting and the 

children looked fantastic. Thank you to 

all of our parents for making the 

fantastic outfits, coming along and 

supporting your children. 

We also visited the National Gardens in 

Meise with our sister school in Waterloo. 

We listened to an expert and he helped 

us make a cutting of a umbrella plant. 

We also had the chance to do some 

gardening in this beautiful place. Our 

school gardening skills helped us a lot 

here.
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Year  3 & 4
Aft er  f in ishing our  Act ive Planet  unit  
w it h an explosion, Year  3/4 have 
been very busy learning all about  t he 
force and m ot ion in t he wor ld around 
t hem . They creat ed t heir  own m arble 
run in sm all groups t o dem onst rat e 
pushes and pulls. They had t o include 
an obst acle, a t urn, a drop and a end 
point . They also were very excit ed t o 
invest igat e dif ferent  m agnet ic forces. 
We had our  very own car  races using 
m agnet s!

We have now begun our  last  t opic on t he 
rainforest . The children are ext rem ely 
ent husiast ic as we have discovered t he 
am azing wonders found in t he rainforest s 
around t he wor ld. Year  3/4 have also 
loved playing t he gam e of  Rounders w it h 
Year  5/6! They have been work ing very 
hard on t heir  bat t ing sk il ls.
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Year  5 & 6Year 5 and 6 have had a busy 
final term.  They have 
concluded their Growing Up 
unit which focused on how 
the human body changes 
from childhood, through 
puberty and adolescence and 
into adulthood.  They 
researched the stages of 
pregnancy and the role of 
hormones in the body. 

We have now moved on to our 
final IPC unit of the year, 
Extreme Survivors.  The 
students are fascinated by the 5 
extreme habitats we will be 
looking at: the heat, the cold, 
the dark, the deep and the high 
altitude. They have begun to 
make presentations explaining 
their adaptations.  They have 
found plants and animals they 
never knew existed, along with 
the help of David 
Attenborough.

They have also enjoyed pract ising for  
Spor t s Day and having PE out side in 
t he sun!
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French
Dur ing our  French lessons, we t ry t o 

encourage t he children t o speak  in 

French. In Year  5-6 t he children have 

been t alk ing about  t heir  fam il ies 

and l ist ening t o each ot her  so t hat  

t hey can ask  quest ions t oo. The 

children are encouraged t o pract ice 

t heir  conversat ion sk il ls daily.

In French Club, we speak  French 

dur ing all of  our  act ivit ies. We have 

m ade soup, sang songs f rom  Hit  

Parade, played gam es and cer t ain ly 

enjoyed speak ing French in a 

spont aneous and fun way.Music
St udent s in Year  3 and 4 have 
been learning about  phrases and 
st ruct ure in m usic. We have done 
m any dif ferent  act ivit ies w it h 
t he parachut es, scarves, rhyt hm  
st icks and dance sequences t o 
underst and and be able t o 
ident ify m elodic shape in t he 
m usic we hear . We have had lot s 
of  fun! 
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EAL
Raspber ry Research

After being given some raspberry canes, one of our 

pupils set about researching how to plant them 

(requiring him to ask Google the right questions 

and select the most useful information). He was 

then able to instruct some of the other pupils 

(demonstrating instructional language and 

imperatives) so that they could prepare the ground, 

plant the canes and secure them so that they can 

grow strong and tall. They are growing really well 

and it looks like we might be tasting the fruit of 

their labours very soon!

WOW Wednesday
Keeping up the Eco theme, we have been 

exploring in our wild garden and found that our 

pond and wildlife area is teeming with WOW 

wildlife like this litt le newt.

This litt le creature is the alpine newt - Salamandra 

atra 

What a lucky school we are to have such great 

wildlife to study and care for.

Gruf falo in Act ion

Some of our pupils have been enjoying the Gruffalo 

story, looking into the great use of adjectives and 

adverbs then substituting them with their own 

creative ideas. They then used the playscript, chose 

characters to play and practised using interesting 

expression and voices whilst staging it in the 

?woods? at the top of the school grounds. One group 

created puppets and put on a show. Another group 

donned masks and acted it out themselves. Both 

groups did a great job! Next they?ll be using recipes 

to create some edible Gruffalo related treats- 

delicious!
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NEWS FROM LIZ PTA CO-ORDINATOR

Dear (wonderful) ISF Tervuren Parents,

It has been another fun and friendly year for us parents.  ISF Tervuren has brought us 
together as families in so many wonderful ways, whether that has been helping 
children at one of the movie nights or making coffee for one of the events or shows.  
We?ve also had some (maybe not enough!) opportunities to come together socially and 
enjoy getting to know each other which is one of the true treats about expat life.  As a 
community we have helped each other through the rigours of life with so many acts of 
true kindness and generosity which I know the children will pick up on and hopefully 
copy throughout life.

The PTA is a great facilitator for all this ?good? and needs people to take it forward to 
help future parents of the school.  If you will be here in September and have a few 
minutes (yes - not much time!) a week to help plan events and activities, please come 
forward to offer your time.  If you aren?t working, the PTA can be a very useful way to 
continue to develop your organisational skills for your CV but with a very happy and 
willing ?workforce? to pour the tea!  Please get in touch with myself or Órla if you think 
you would be interested in being included.

Once again, thanks for the time and energy you have all put into attending and helping 
at events.  Look forward to planning next year?s activities with some of you!

Liz

PTA Co-Ordinator
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MEMORIES 

Upcom ing Dat es

School of f ice rem ains 

open dur ing t he 

holidays f rom  9-12pm

Graduat ion -  27 June @1.30

Last  day - 28 June @12

Holiday Club - 1-5 July/ 8-12 

July/ 19-23 August

First  Day of  Term  

2 September

Curr iculum  Evening 

10 September
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