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N EW SLETTER

The Developm ent  of  Int ernat ional 

Mindedness at  ISF

At ISF we celebrate individual differences, 

revel in them and marvel at them.  According 

to Dr Kevin Kusner (2014) International 

mindedness and understanding does not 

happen naturally therefore a school needs to 

develop International mindedness in learners.  

Our curriculum incorporates International 

mindedness at all age levels, allowing global 

issues to be explored and all our resources 

are chosen to ensure an international and 

ethical perspective. Our Primary and 

Secondary students follow the Oxfam 

Education programme for Global Citizenship, 

in order to achieve a global citizenship  award.                     

We provide opportunities for students to 

develop and demonstrate their understanding 

of International mindedness and show 

respect for multiple cultures and religious 

differences. We believe in the importance of 

maintaining mother tongue and also learning 

at least one additional language to aid the 

development of International mindedness.  Do 

you have the characteristics of an 

internationally-minded person?

Mrs Belinda Yates

https://www.facebook.com/isftervuren/
http://@isftervuren
http://isf_tervuren
https://www.isftervuren.org/


High-Qualit y Learning at  ISF - Par t  2

At ISF we believe that a learning-focused 

school is an effective school. We actively 

develop the concepts of lifelong learning in 

our students and our definition of high-quality 

learning, school policies and practices 

continuously support this goal. 

High-quality learning ensures that we are 

engaging students in the process of building 

lifelong skills, gaining knowledge and acquiring 

transferable skills, whilst deepening their 

understanding of concepts taught. It also 

encourages the development of 

competencies, attitudes and values that 

prepare our students for a successful future.

Our definition clearly relates to the academic 

programmes used in the school and students 

can easily make connections and recognise 

where and when they are developing or 

consolidating different skills through our 

colour coded display and sticker system. 

Learning objectives are explicitly shared with 

our students to help them evaluate their 

progress during lessons and encourages

them to take responsibility for their own 

learning by seeking help when needed or 

challenging themselves further. 

Teaching and learning  at ISF is well planned 

and differentiated for our students. We 

empower students to understand their own 

preferred learning styles and lessons are 

tailored to suit different styles allowing our 

students to develop their skills and abilit ies to 

their full potential. 

Mrs Órla Mc Loughlin
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H ou se Cap tai n s

MESSAGE FROM DEPUTY HEAD OF CAMPUS 

with the students travelling to Tervuren especially  

for their lunchtime meetings. It is a wonderful 

opportunity for them and they are thoroughly 

enjoying it. 

During WOW, the students have been busy 

planting seeds in the school garden and making it 

look amazing!  Year 3 have decorated their area 

with the flowers they made from recycled plastic 

bottles and already the shoots are springing up! 

Years 1 and 2 have been studying plants as part of 

their IPC topic and they have enthusiastically 

planted their seeds in their patch and are waiting 

enthusiastically for life to appear. In Pre-School 

and Pre-Primary, they have planted beans and 

can't wait for those to grow. The school is so lucky 

to have a garden of its own and the opportunity 

for students to begin their journey on sustainable 

living and knowing where their food comes from.

With the re-scheduled talent show and egg  hunt 

there will be lots more to inform you about in our 

next newsletter. Thank you again for your  

support.  

Since our last edition, we have had a Spring 

Break and Years 3-6 had online learning 

whilst Pre-School to Year 2 enjoyed the space 

and quiet! 

Online, the students were as keen as ever to 

learn and enjoyed taking advantage of our 

digital world. Being a Google school with all 

the technology already in place and having 

been so successful during our first stint of 

online learning, the students and parents 

embraced the way of teaching speedily and 

with ease. Whilst the students missed seeing 

their friends in school, they loved seeing each 

other during registration and throughout 

their live lessons. Even though you can never 

replace live classroom interaction in a school 

setting, we felt very proud of our community 

who took on-board such swift  changes with a 

positive  attitude.  

The Student Council and House Captains 

have been involved in leadership training - 

preparing them for future roles and 

enhancing their current responsibilit ies.  Mrs 

Yates continues to work with them to develop 

good leadership skills.  Initially, Mrs Yates set 

up virtual Meets and began the course, 

however, she soon missed that connection 

with the students and she decided to work 

Mrs Julie



EAL

The students in Year 3 and Year 4 talked 

about festivals and events that they 

celebrate with their family, with some 

great speaking and listening skills being 

demonstrated. We listened with interest 

as we learned about the different food, 

games, rituals and traditions. A lot of 

children were observing Ramadan in 

some way and were looking forward to 

Eid-Al- Fitr.  Mrs Jen talked about Bonfire 

Night, which is celebrated in the UK, and 

the children had to go at apple bobbing: 

a simple old game traditionally played as 

part of the November 5th, celebrations 

where apples are placed in water and the 

player must get one of the bobbing 

apples using only their mouths!

FRENCH

In French class, we studied how to be  

healthy and how to stay healthy (sport, 

food pyramid, health "j"ai  mal" etc.) 

With the beginners we composed and 

acted a dialogue "chec le docteur". The 

students visited the doctor and 

complained about pain and asked the 

doctor for advice. The doctor was very 

busy and he had lots  of sick patients in 

class. 



We have been busy completing our IPC unit, ?The Great, The 

Bold and The Brave? and beginning our new unit, ?Being Human?. 

We began our Entry Point reflecting on what it is like to be 

human and what this entails. The students contemplated how 

they show humanity and discussed similarities and differences 

between themselves and children all over the world, in 

circumstances different from their own.

Through the resources of The Red Cross, the children explored 

first aid skills and the students were very lucky to interview a 

friend of Mrs Jen who works for this organisation. They had the 

opportunity to ask probing questions and to think about the 

work the Red Cross does throughout the world, and the 

challenges they face. The students? caring attitude, as global 

citizens, certainly shone through.

The students have also been working on their personal 

presentation skills. They have been thinking about engaging the 

audience when they present their work: audience participation, 

questioning and clear voices.  Eye-contact with the audience 

was the skill they found most difficult but they did brilliantly.  To 

help them with this task the students chose a topic they were 

personally interested in and we had fun learning about cats, 

military ranks, football stars and Harry Potter, to name but a 

few. All in all, lots of super learning and future orators! 

YEAR 5 & 6 



YEAR 4

YEAR 3

Do you know what a Volcanologist  is? Not a member 

of the USS Enterprise, believe me.  A Volcanologist is 

a volcano scientist and geologist, and they measure 

and record the activities happening in Volcanoes and 

the area around them. Volcanologists are constantly 

researching and comparing volcanic activity all over 

the world.  

These scientists need special heat resistant suits to 

do their jobs well, an our creative Year 4 students 

have come up with some really creative ones. 

Imagine climbing up the edge of an active volcano  in 

one of these special suits to take a quick sample of 

lava before it flows down towards you at 

1000+degrees! Now that 's one hot job! 

Year 3 has had an incredibly busy start to the Summer term.  Due to the wonderful weather and 

the fact that our IPC topic is ?Let?s Plant It? we have been outside planting bulbs and plants in the 

school grounds.  We have been learning about the best conditions for seed growth and 

conducted an experiment testing how differing temperatures have an effect on a seed growing.  

It turns out that seeds don?t grow very well in a fridge!! Year 3 also ventured to Tervuren Park for 

an afternoon of ?PE in the Park.?  The children took part in sprints, relays, the javelin and long 

jump activities.  The competition was fierce but all the children demonstrated an excellent 

example of sportsmanship, encouraging all children no matter the house that they were in.  

There were some particularly impressive javelin throws with one nearly entering the lake!  Back 

in the classroom the children have been writing about an event that has happened which is 

special to them.  The children produced some beautiful emotive writing, using photos to act as a 

stimulus.  The children focussed on describing the settings, remembering some of the people at 

the event as well as using direct speech to inform the reader what each character was saying. 

.



YEAR 2

Year 2 has been making a great effort 

practicing cursive handwriting also known as 

joined-up handwriting. Each week we focus on 

one or two letter joins to ensure that we are 

forming the letters correctly. We start by 

tracing them in the air, then we trace them on 

the whiteboard and afterwards we complete 

our worksheet.

We also talked about nouns and this time we 

focused on things around the house. We 

learned some new words: letterbox, rug, 

fence, roof, wardrobe, garage and others. We 

practice this vocabulary in many different 

ways, for example; drawing them on the 

whiteboard. 

The past weeks, Year 1 (and 2) have been busy 

discovering all about plants and their growth 

during their new IPC unit ?Green Fingers?! 

Some of our IPC projects have included making 

our own grass heads with a partner, planting 

seeds and looking after our own garden, learning 

about what a plant needs to grow and examining 

familiar herbs with all our different senses! We 

have also been looking into the importance of 

water and light through some exciting planting 

experiments and practised recognising the 

different parts of a plant. As always, Year 1 and 2 

students have shown a lot of interest and 

enthusiasm in their learning. Soon we will 

definitely have some green fingers in our class! 

YEAR 1



PRE-PRIMARY PRE-SCHOOL 

Spring has sprung in Pre-School as we 

learn about the IPC topic 'Plants and 

Flowers'. We have been busy caring for 

cress seeds and watching our beens 

seeds sprout. We have been having 

fun buying flowers and seeds in the 

garden centre  role-play area as well as 

planting seeds in the school garden. 

We even found some sparkly, magic 

beans in the classroom just like the 

story of Jack and the Beanstalk!

DAYCARE

PRE-PRIMARY 

DAYCARE 
The Happy Kids group said goodbye to some 

children as they started school. Good luck on 

your new journey, may the fun never stop. 

There are so many new things to learn and 

explore!

Pre-Primary have been busy observing all the 

things that constantly change around us in our 

IPC unit ?Changes?. What are some of the things 

that we can change and what are the things that 

we cannot change? We found out that time or 

weather are things we cannot change! But there 

are lots of things that we can control, or at least a 

litt le bit? 

We took our shovels and garden gloves to the 

school?s garden and planted green beans. We 

also planted flower bulbs and measured which 

one grew the fastest. We   decorated flower pots 

as special gifts for Mother?s Day. 

Our flowers would also attracted our lovely friend 

Mr. Bee. We observed a honey bee?s lifecycle and 

looked at a real bee hive in the classroom. Their 

houses look like the shape of a pentagon!



The Clubs for the Summer term have commenced with the children taking part in an exciting 

range of activities. Children from Pre-School and Pre-Primary have been reading 'The Big 

Pancake' and then ate their own chocolate covered pancakes. They looked so yummy!  Year 1 & 2 

have been getting busy in Active Club and been building amazing models in Construction Club. 

Animation Club has proved to be a popular choice with the children beginning the sequence of 

work, looking at flipbooks and making their very own. Some wonderful songs have also been 

heard from Miss Tahlia's Choir too! Baking club have been making 'Pull Apart Pizza' with real 

Italian dough and Football Club have been honing their skills. The children have to kick the ball, 

hitting the crossbar and the goal without bounce - it has not been done yet!. We hope to report 

in the next newsletter hat this has been achieved... 



Hello Everyone

I am Tarini the President of the ISF Tervuren Student Council 2021. 

The leaders and I have had a few lessons with Mrs. Yates (Executive 

Head of ISF) to teach us how we can be better leaders. During our 

sessions, we discuss what leadership and who we think are good 

leaders.

She also announced that we could have a movie night ... but we have 

to plan and organise it ourselves! We are very excited to plan an 

event we know everyone will enjoy. We look forward to making the 

rest of the year as much fun as possible and becoming more 

confident leaders too. 

Year  3 - 6 

21 May 2021

For inquiries please email office@isftervuren.org

mailto:office@isftervuren.org
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