
Follow  us on 

16t h Apr i l  - Summer Term

17t h Apr i l  - Parent/Teacher 
Meetings

19t h Apr i l  - ISF Tervuren 
hosts PMI Belgium Meeting

1st  May - Public Holiday

8t h May - Year 2 Residential 
Trip

10t h-11t h May - Public 
Holidays

21 May - Public Holiday

1st  June - Netball and 
Football Tournament

6t h  June - Staff In-service

8t h June - Sports Day

11t h-15t h June - Residential 
Trips

22nd June - Graduation 
Assembly

29 June - End of term @ 
12:00hrs

DATES TO REMEMBER

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

The Best  Possible 
St ar t  in Life
April Newsletter 2018

Welcome to ISF Tervuren?s first newsletter.  This 
newsletter is designed to bring you information and 
exciting news from our classrooms and our school 
community in general. 

The first two terms of this school year have been 
extremely busy and full of great learning, 
collaborative activities with our sister school and 
other international schools, and interesting 
community events. Moving forward you will receive 
several newsletters each school year that will keep 
you up to date on activities in the school and give 
you notice of future events for you diaries.

Our motto ?The Best Possible Start in Life? is at the core of everything that we do. 
Our school values drive our learning and activities and this year we have continued 
to work with the excellent programmes and traditions that are well established in our 
school, as well as introducing some new learning programmes and initiatives. The 
children have embraced our IPC program, enjoying the new Unit Topics, exploring 
the host country and international elements, as well as showing great enthusiasm 
for this exciting skills based programme. They have also embraced the new 
technology introduced into the school. Learning how to be safe online and 
developing essential skills to work within the GAFE platform.

We have also celebrated the diversity that we see within our school population and 
our recent Winter Show and International Day were celebrations of the 18 
nationalities that are represented here at ISF Tervuren. For both events the children 
travelled the world, learning about different countries and cultures and they were 
proud to share their learning during our performances. I was particularly impressed 
with the level of French that was displayed on our International Day.

We hope that you will all enjoy reading our Newsletter and will look forward to the 
next edition.

Thank you.

Head of School 

Órla Mc Loughlin

https://fr-fr.facebook.com/isftervuren/
https://twitter.com/isftervuren?lang=fr
https://plus.google.com/u/0/117409128007823466870


Water, water everywhere!
The children had lots of fun investigating 
water during this year's Science Day.

Each  joint age group got a chance to 
investigate a particular property of water.

In Reception and Nursery, the children 
were finding out about floating and 
sinking.  They also got the chance to 
make a paper boat (with the help of Year 
5 and 6) and tested which one could hold 
the most ?people?. 

The children in Year 1 and 2 tried their 
hand at dissolving  things in water and 
fi ltering objects out of water. Toby?s pasta 
was eventually sieved out of the water 
and his lunch was saved. Phew!

The oldest children learned about the 
global warming and the effects of melting 
ice caps while taking part in the 'Save 
the Ice(cube)" challenge. Density 
rainbows were also on the menu. Who 
would have thought sugar and food 
colouring could change water so much.

Asking questions is what it?s all about 
and hopefully we will foster the next 
wave of young scientists by rewarding 
those who posed the most interesting 
questions. Well done everyone for taking 
part in Science Day 2018. 

 

MESSAGE FROM CAROLINE, DEPUTY HEAD OF SCHOOL



Nursery 
The Nursery children have had an exciting time  
learning about our IPC topic, Houses and Homes.  
At the beginning of our topic one of the children 
found a key that they had not seen before.  The 
children tried to find out which door it opened but 
after trying every door in the school, and asking 
every teacher if it was theirs, it remained a mystery. 
Everyone was very enthusiastic when the following 
day we walked into the village to look at the 
different types of houses.  The children held their 
breath whilst we tried the key in one of the 
doors? ? ? ..it fitted!  Can you guess whose house it 
was?  It was Sara?s!  We went inside and found 
some biscuits waiting for us in the kitchen.

Since t hen, t he children have been 
pract ising t heir  const ruct ion sk il ls, building 
houses for  Digit , our  cuddly class dragon, in 
t he const ruct ion area. They have also 
m ade sure t hat  t hey st ay safe by wear ing 
ref lect ive jacket s and hard hat s.  To fur t her  
t est  t heir  building sk il ls t here have been 
som e const ruct ion challenges in t he 
classroom .  One of  which was t o see how 
high t hey could build using plast ic cups and 
pieces of  card and anot her  was how m any 
wooden br icks t hey could balance one on 
t op of  each ot her .  The children learned t he 
value of   perseverance as m any of  t he 
t owers were rat her  wobbly and t hey had 
wonder ful fun knock ing down t he t owers 
at  t he end.

Another highlight of our work has been 
?washing day? in the role play area, 
based on the story of ?Mrs Mopple?s 
Washing Line?.  The children have 
washed, pegged out and ironed all of 
the dolls? clothes and at the same time 
learned to look after Mrs Mopple?s cat.



Recept ion 

In Literacy recently the children explored Winter and Dinosaurs! These fascinating areas gave the 
children some great inspiration for writing practice and creative work. They were introduced to 
punctuation marks to help them express themselves in their writing and can identify exclamation 
marks, commas, full stops and question marks when reading stories and what these symbols mean. 

In Numeracy the children have enjoyed creating patterns, sequencing and working out sums. The 
children recognise the different mathematical symbols and language such as, addition, subtraction and 
equals and more recently they have begun working on number bonds up to 10 and 20!

During our Winter topic the children made their own decorative water trays and we watched what 
happened to the water in the low temperatures when we placed the trays outside. Recently, we noticed 
that the ice had completely melted back to water again and we realised that Spring must be on its way!



             
    Year  1 

As part of their IPC Unit Sensational, Year 1 decided to 
visit Tervuren Park to test out their various senses.  
Whilst walking to the park they used their ears to 
listen to all the sounds they could hear.  They heard 
the rippling stream, a cawing crow and the roar of an 
aeroplane!  When they arrived at the park they 
decided to make faces depicting various emotions.  
They went on a hunt for twigs, leaves, moss, grass and 
mud in order to make faces, remembering to include 
eyes, ears, nose and a mouth!  After enjoying a well 
deserved snack they played some blindfold games 
including having to use their touch to identify 
members of the class.  There were certainly some 
interesting guesses to begin with! They also played the 
good old fashioned game of Hide and Seek.



Year  2

Year 2 had a fantastic time learning all about the circus.

Our journey began with some investigation into the properties of a 
circus tent. How waterproof should it really be. The children thought 
that a good colour was also important. We tested various materials 
and decided that a double layer would be the perfect solution. 
Waterproof and strong underneath a colourful on top layer.

The children had the chance to try out the various skills needed to 
become a circus performer with the help of Joost from Circus in 
Beweging. Our friends from ISF Waterloo came to join us for this fun 
filled day. We all learned that perseverance and cooperation were 
essential to mastering these skills. We used our newly learned skills to 
put on a great assembly for the parents. 

No circus is complete without a clown and the children had a good 
time clowning around. They designed their make up, applied it 
themselves and  and practiced mimes by watching the films of the 
famous Marcel Marceau. 

We even learned about the very first circuses in ancient Rome. Did 
you know circus means circle in Latin! 

To end our topic we thought about the morality of using animals in 
the circus. A talking homework gave  the children the chance to 
discuss this sensitive subject with their parents. We made some prints  
(with a real printing press) of animals in  the circus to end our topic.



Year  3 & 4
Year  3/4 had a wonder ful st ar t  t o last  

t erm ! In par t  of  our  IPC unit  on Elect r icit y, 
t he children were given t he oppor t unit y 
t o discover  t he com plexit y of  elect r icit y 
and explore t heir  own ways of  creat ing 
circuit s. Then we have begun anot her  IPC 
unit  on Shaping up! To k ick  of f  t h is t opic, 
t he children com pet ed in t heir  very own 
Wint er  Olym pics hoping t o w in gold in a 
var iet y of  dif ferent  f i t ness act ivit ies. The 
children have been ext rem ely 
ent husiast ic learning all about  t heir  
bodies and how im por t ant  it  is t o 

underst and and pract ise f i t ness.

In collaborat ion w it h Year  5/6, t he children  
par t icipat ed in Wor ld Mat hs Day t hrough 
Mat hlet ics. They were given t he oppor t unit y t o 
com pet e w it h children all over  t he wor ld. We have 
also st rengt hened our  Basket ball and Hockey sk il ls 
by focusing on t eam work  and accuracy. ISF 
Wat er loo joined us for  a fun spor t s m orning of  
pract ising sk il ls and enjoying each ot her ?s com pany. 
The children have been fu ll of  det erm inat ion and 
excit em ent  for  shar ing t heir  learning!



Year  5 & 6
The Belgian char it y, Cunina, recent ly asked Year  5 and 6 
t o organize an event  t o raise funds t o donat e t o project s 
t hat  help underpr ivi leged children in six dif ferent  
count r ies. The class were m ore t han happy t o par t icipat e 
and organized an af t ernoon t ea for  t he parent s. Four  
dif ferent  cakes were baked by t he children and t eas and 
cof fees were served. The event  was a big success and we 
look  forward t o planning anot her  event  in t he fut ure.

Our 
most recent IPC unit was 

called, ?Full Power?.  The children learned 
about the main types of electricity, how it is 

generated and how to correctly draw circuit diagrams.  
In addition to this, they found out about what causes 

lightning and thunder and also how electric eels carry an 
electric charge! During one activity, the aim of the lesson was 

to create a burglar alarm system or a morse code beeper 
using the circuit equipment. Every group?s projects were 

successful and some problem solving skills were 
required - thankfully, Jacques was on hand 

to offer some expert advice! 



Music

Year 3/4 have been exploring the concept of rhythm by using different 
methods to help grasp this concept. They are gaining confidence in not only 

reading but also writing different rhythm and performing their rhythmic 
ostinato patterns on percussion instruments layered together.



Que de progrès depuis le début d'année! Les enfants évoluent vraiment très bien.

Les plus petits connaissent beaucoup de chansons sur le loup. Les plus grands continuent à bien 
progresser. En 1ère, les enfants ont beaucoup travaillé sur le thème de la famille, des vêtements et des 
saisons. En 2ème, les enfants continuent à travailler avec leur livre et ont aussi présenté leur famille. 
Enfin, les plus grands continuent à visiter l'alphabet et partent maintenant pour un grand tour du monde 
et des continents. Je suis vraiment très fière des progrès de chacun. 

A lot of progress has been made since the beginning of the year! The children are really developing 
their French skills well. The youngest children have learned some songs about Mr Wolf really well. The 
older ones continue to make good progress. In Year 1, the children have worked around the theme of 
the family, clothes and seasons. The children in Year 2 continue to work in their exercise books and 
have introduced their family to the rest of the class. The older children have been learning 
French with the alphabet as a starting point. They are now going for a world tour. I am so happy 
and proud of the progress everyone has made in French. Well done!

French



ISF'S UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

Visi t  to Waterloo

Basis School to our 
l ibrary

Wow Wednesday

Afternoon tea



ISF'S UNFORGETTABLE MOMENTS

Taekwando tournament Afternoon tea

ISF's leaders present  at   t he Google New 
Year 's Recept ion

Mindfulness at  Wat er loo

Taekwondo 
Tournam ent



International Day



News f rom  t he PTA

As always, we thank our amazing PTA for all the events that they organise for us here at 
school and also for all the donations that they have made this year. We have received so 
many wonderful items, new books for our Library, a new oven, Netball and Touch Rugby 
equipment, new games for After School Club and of course a brand new screen for our gym, 
Movie Night will soon be coming to ISF Tervuren.

Sadly we lost our PTA  secretary this term. Helen Bryant left us to return to the UK in March. 
She will be sadly missed for all of her hard work and dedication. We will be looking for a new 
secretary to help us, so if you are interested, please let Ms Órla know. Of course, we hold 
regular PTA meetings to plan events for the the children, we would love to welcome more 
parents to these meetings, so if you would like to attend, please let us know.

The next PTA event is our annual Car Boot Sale, this will take place on Saturday  2nd June. We 
look forward to seeing lots of you there selling your treasures!

Our  New Big Screen
East er  Egg Hunt

Our  New 
Oven

Aft ernoon Delight


