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Welcome from the Head of School
Welcome to our first newsletter of this 
academic year.  It has been a busy 
first term. School started with some 
important professional development 
for the staff, all of our teachers are 
trained EAL specialists and offer full 
EAL support within the classroom 
and the team also completed vital up 
to date Child Protection Training.

We were delighted to see so many parents 
attend out Curriculum Evening in September. 
This important school event gives us an 
opportunity to share our updates and 
improvements with you and it also allows the 
teachers the time to explain how you can 
support your child within the school.

We are also excited to welcome a 
new member to our ISF family. 
Alison, Ed and Arthur Godwin 
welcomed a beautiful baby boy, 
Rudy into the world. We are all 
looking forward to getting to know 
the latest addition to the family.

Finally, developing our students skills for the 
world that they live in is important to us at ISF 
and this year we have introduced the House 
System and Student Council to give our 
students a voice and an opportunity develop 
their confidence, teamwork and leadership 
skills. We look forward to the contributions our 
students will make to the school as a result of 
these initiatives.
Órla Mc Loughlin  
Head of School

Important Dates:

11th November - 
Commune Lantern Walk 

12th November - 4-7:30pm 
Parent/teacher Conferences

12/13th November - 
Peace Week activities

17th November - 
IPC collaboration with Waterloo

19th November - 
French/English exchange with 
La Verseau

19th November - 
Parent Google Evening

6th December - 
Sinter Klaas with Basis School

7th December - 
Parent Christingle Event

12th December - 11am 
Winter Show

13th December - 5pm 



This year we have introduced the popular House System to our school. The 
children have been divided up into 4 houses. The 4 houses have been chosen to 
reflect Belgium's history and culture. They are :

Herge - Belgiums famous comic strip artist

Mercator- Belgium's map maker born in 1512

Rubens - Belgium's world famous baroque artist who lived in Antwerp

Sax - The Dinant inventor of the saxophone

The houses will help us to organise the children for various activities such as 
Sports Day, House Assemblies and House Activities. The children in upper primary can also earn points for their 
house. At the end of the year there will be an overall winner based on points earned throughout the year. This 
system also gives the older children the chance to take on responsibility and develop leadership skills by 
becoming the House Captain. 

This year we were very lucky to have a fantastic poet in school to help us celebrate National Poetry Day on 
Thursday 4th October. Anneliese Dean was amazing, she performed some of her poems for the children and 
then held different workshops for each age group. On Friday 5th October we had a special poetry assembly. The 
children performed their poems to the a full house of parents. The poems covered a range of styles, from the 
traditional Owl and the Pussycat to action poems, slam poetry and haikus. Well done children. 

As Board Chair of International School of Flanders (ISF) since 2010, I also chair both our international schools in 
Waterloo and Tervuren, as well as our two international daycare businesses and ISF Educational Trust. I also sit 
on the board of Rainbows Daycare which runs two large creches in Antwerp. 

Apart from my professional interests, I am a passionate rugby fan, holding a London Irish season ticket since 
2001, supporting my team through thick and thin. Monday evenings find me in a choir rehearsing sacred choral 
music; we perform three concerts a year plus a European summer tour - my highlight was singing Verdi's 
Requiem with 300 voices and full orchestra at London's Royal Festival Hall! 

I started this year with three months in Mbale, Uganda, applying management consultancy 
skills to help local entrepreneurs and ambitious schools to improve their quality and grow 
faster. With WhatsApp, Google Drive, Hangouts and Skype, its easy to stay in touch with all 
ISF business and even hold Board meetings under my mosquito net! It was another amazing 
experience going back there this summer to work alongside Ms Nina and Mr Kristian with 
Mma Judith, the Head Teacher at Good Foundation Bright Future Nursery & Primary School, 
where I am now a board director. And next week I return to Mbale for another three weeks 
as I continue helping my new clients there, and developing exciting plans for future growth 
and continuing close collaboration with the ISF family of schools.

Kevan Keegan
ISF Board Chair

For more information about our school Board, please click here.

Meet the Board - Mr Kevan Keegan

Deputy Head of School - Caroline Gill

https://www.isftervuren.org/877/governing-body


Nursery

In Nursery our IPC topic is ?All About Me? and as 
part of this we celebrated Digit?s (our cuddly class 
dinosaur) birthday. In Literacy, we listened to stories 
about birthdays, talked about how old we are and 
made a class book as a present for him. In Maths, 
we used our counting skills to put the correct 
number of candles on playdough birthday cakes.  
Every party has balloons so we used them to print 
pictures and decorate the role-play area.  We also 
had fun investigating ice balloons which were very 
slippery and made our fingers rather cold.

In order to get ready for Digit?s big 
day, we made party hats and 
birthday cards, wrote invitations 
and baked delicious cakes. Finally, 
with much excitement we sang 
?Happy birthday? to Digit, ate our 
cakes and played some party 
games. We had so much fun!



Reception

Over the past few weeks we have been studying all things Autumn.  
Our literacy work has been based around the book The Stick Man by 
Julia Donaldson.  We have been using our new found phonics 
knowledge to write short words describing the Stick Man?s actions.  
We have also started to discuss what is needed to make a sentence 
including a capital letter at the start, finger spaces between each word 
and a full stop at the end of a sentence.  The Stick Man story inspired 
us to make our own stick people so we embarked on an autumnal 
walk where we gathered a variety of  resources.  We collected sticks 
for the body, conkers for the eyes and leaves for the hair.  We 
practised using our ears to listen to all of the sounds around us and 
we even made friends with a herd of inquisitive sheep!  Once back in 
the classroom we then made our own stick people.  We hope you like 
them!!



Year 1

As part of our IPC unit 
?The Stories People 
Tell?, we joined Year 2 
and the our sister 
class from Waterloo for 
a trip to the Museum.  
What wonderful and 
amazing artifacts!  

The children have been learning about 
using technology in our classroom, and 
this has made maths and literacy lessons 
so much more fun!  Mathletics has been a 
real treat, and a few of the children have 
already earned certificates! 

The children have also made some 
fabulous pictures showing Good 
Behaviour, and how it can help 
make everyone around us feel 
GREAT!



Year 2

As part of our IPC  unit 
?The stories people tell? 
we went to the impressive 
history museum in 
Brussels on Thursday 9th 
October. We were joined 
by our sister class from 
Waterloo. We looked at 
the Greek and Egyptian 
section of this impressive 
museum and had time to 
make sketches of our 
favourite greek vase. 
Each vase told a story 
and the children have 
been learning about these 
fantastic greek myths in 
class. 

The children have also been making their 
own story maps. We read the story of the 
Gingerbread man, made a map and even 
made some Gingerbread men to eat.  Lucky 
children, unlucky gingerbread man!



Year 3/4

Year 3/4 have been 
working on 
improving their 
technology skills. 
They have been 
learning coding and 
using different 
Google Apps. ISF 
Waterloo joined us 
for a day of fun!

Year 3/4 have been thoroughly 
enjoying their unit on Chocolate. 
They had the opportunity to 
learn more about the world they 
live in and become scientists in 
melting chocolate. They have 
enjoyed partnering with ISF 
Waterloo to learn more about 
how a factory operates. 

They have also been working 
very hard on different types of 
poetry. Their favourite type was 
with our special visitor on 
National Poetry Day and 
completed creative Haikus.



Our first IPC unit of the year has been ?Black Gold?. As part 
of this unit, we have looked at crude oil: how it?s made, 
where it comes from, what we use it for and the damage it 
can do to the environment. We have completed several 
intriguing science experiments. We have investigated 
whether other liquids mix with cooking oil and the effect 
that oil has on feathers, posing the question: ?What if a bird 
became covered in oil??

We also made a 
trip to Waterloo to 
visit the Science 
Lab there. With one 
of the science 
teachers,Mr Nadim, 
the children 
separated a salt 
and sand mixture. 
We were very 
fortunate and were 
able to use lots of 
apparatus for the 
first time. They 
even lit their own 
Bunsen burners!

Year 5/6



This year?s music lessons have 
begun with lots of singing and 
moving! The whole school worked 
together to learn songs for our Poetry 
Assembly as well as presenting a 
lovely song for the Harvest 
Celebration which we took part in 
together with the Basis School. Both 
songs had a positive message to 
share and it was a great way to get 
new and old students coming 
together in the class and having fun 
singing together. 

Year 3/4 also presented a song during a Friday morning assembly about 
?Honesty? to reinforce September?s Character Calendar focus. It is my 
hope to give different year levels the opportunity to present a music act 
relating to the different character?s that our school focuses on throughout 
the year. 

Classes have also been working on learning 
different sequences and patterns in movement 
to songs, and some year levels have also 
created their own partner dance sequence. All 
activities through different year levels are 
designed to try and create a deeper 
understanding of pulse and rhythm as well as 
developing the student?s singing voice. 

We have also begun rehearsals for our Winter 
Show ?What a knight!? which is the main focus 
for the second half of this first term. We hope 
you can all come along and watch our 
performance. December 12th - 13th. Put it in the diary! 

Music



WOW Wednesdays-Mindfulness



                          News from the PTA
We had a lovely start to the PTA year with lots of parents attending our 
?kick-off? meeting.  We have a long list of events coming up which you 
can choose to get involved in if you have the time.  Thank you for your 
support for the PTA Hot Lunch earlier in October - it was a real test to 
see how this long-standing school tradition is done and we?re delighted 
to say it was a success both from the helpers? perspective and the 
children seemed to love the soup/hot-dog combo, so we look forward to 
organising the next before Christmas.  Coming up, we have:

- St Martins Day Lantern-Making and Gluwein (7th November - 
2.30pm)

- Movie and Pizza Night (Friday 9th November - 6pm - 8:30pm)
- Family Photos in the Park (12th or 19th November)
- PTA Hot Lunch in December (Date to be confirmed)
- Christingle and Gluwein (7th December 3:00pm)

As ever, thanks for your help and support to make this events fun.  The 
PTA is focussed on organising interesting events for both families and 
the children of ISF to create and maintain a strong community.  If you 
have ideas for additional events - please get in touch - we can organise 
the team if you come up with the ideas and know-how!

A big thanks to Johannes for doing the banking and Holly, in advance, for 
offering to take the group secretarial duties up.

Liz
PTA Co-Ordinator



Small Change Big Change
On September 26th Enoch and Lynn from the Phereni Orphanage 
came to visit us to launch this years Small change = Big change 
campaign. Each year Enoch comes to tell us how our small change can 
be collected together to help the children of the Phereni Orphanage in 
Malawi. Each year we ask students and parents to donate all their small 
change and this is then given to Enoch to purchase necessary items for 
the children in the orphanage. Our small change has helped buy food 
and build toilets for the children, showing that our donations of money, 
however small, can make big changes in Malawi. This year some of our 
younger students decided to hold a bake sale during the weekend to 
raise extra money. Theo, Rosie, William, Jessica and Oli raised 140 
Euros for our donation bottle. Well done everyone, Enoch and Lynn are 
delighted and we are all very proud of your hard work and initiative.



                      Memories

 Apple Picking
National Poetry Day

 Turtles move houses!

 Making Apple Juice
Advertising the School

Science Fun!


