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Newsletter
October 2019 

NEWS FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL 

We would like to thank you all for your participation in this 
exercise, we appreciate everyone's input and ideas and we 
look forward to bringing these updates to life for all of our 
school community in many different ways throughout the 
school year. 

The children have already had several tutorial sessions to 
help them understand the meaning of our new motto and 
school values. Weekly assemblies are still a time to celebrate 
our school values together and our children work hard each 
week to live by the values of our school.

I wish you all a wonderful and restful 

half-term break.

Thank you

Mrs Ór la - Head of  School

Welcome to our first newsletter of this academic year. The year has gotten off to a strong start, with 

many new families joining the school and new staff members joining the ISF school team.

This September, I was delighted to be able to announce at our Curriculum Evening the updates to 

our school vision, mission, motto and values. Our new motto, Rich in Diversity, United by Values is 

certainly a strong representation of our current school population. This year, we have 26 different 

nationalities represented in our school families and 8 nationalities in our school staff. We also have 

a total of 22 different languages spoken within our school community. We celebrate our differences 

and similarities and it is our common school values that unite us.

https://www.facebook.com/isftervuren/
https://twitter.com/isftervuren
https://www.instagram.com/isf_tervuren/?hl=en
http://www.isftervuren.org
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NEWS FROM THE DEPUTY HEAD 
It  is im por t ant  t o give our  st udent s a voice w it h in t he school and t h is t erm  we held 

elect ions for  bot h our  House Capt ains and St udent  Council. We want  our  st udent s t o 

t ake an act ive role in t he l i fe of  t he school and as children m at ure we want  t o give 

t hem  a chance t o t ake leadership responsibil i t ies and let  t heir  voices be heard.

The children were invit ed t o give a speech t o all of  t he school and dem ocrat ic 

elect ions were held for  a ser ies of  posit ions w it h in t he School House syst em  and The 

St udent  Council. The children had great  ideas t o share and I am  proud t o say t hat  t he 

children all spoke well and t he vot ing was quit e a close run t h ing. 

We have already held t he f ir st  m eet ing of  our  St udent  Council and our  young 

represent at ives really surpr ised us w it h t heir  ideas and m at ur it y. They have 

m any ideas for  t he com ing school year  and we are sure t hat  t hey w il l  be a 

st rong voice for  all of  t he children w it h in t he school.

I w ish you all a wonder ful half  t erm  break .

Caroline Gil l

Deput y Deput y Head
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Pre-School

In Pre- School we have been 
learning about birthdays.  Bam-
boo, our cuddly class panda, is 
now 3 years old and we helped 
him to celebrate his special day.  
We made party hats, baked cakes 
and wrapped presents in the 
role- play area.  We excitedly 

counted down the sleeps until 
Bamboo?s big day and then had a 
party, where we played Pass the 
Parcel and sang Happy Birthday.  
Finally we helped him to blow out 
his candles before eating our de-
licious cakes! Happy birthday 
Bamboo!
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Pre-Pr im ary

To celebrate the beginning of Autumn, Pre-Primary decided to paint some 
Autumnal scenes.  Before painting we went outside to study the colours of 
the leaves, both on the trees as well as on the ground and then went 
about painting our trees.   We used our hands to create the trunk and 
branch and then our fingertips for the leaves.  Putting the palm of our 
hand directly into the brown paint was an unusual experience to start off 
with be we soon got used to it!  We used our fingers to experiment mixing 
various colours together so we could create a traditional Autumn scene.  
We hope that you like them!!
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Year  1
Year  1 has been work ing super  

hard learning how t o w r it e 

sent ences!

At  t he beginning of  t he t erm  we 

also invit ed our  beloved st uf fed 

anim als t o class t o inspire our  

st ory w r it ing about  a ?Lost  Toy?. 

Everyone was excit ed t o t alk  

about  t heir  favour it e t oy.

In Mat hs, we?ve been learning all 

about  how t o com pare lengt h and 

height  and how t o m easure t h ings 
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Year  2

If  you could l ive anywhere in 

t he wor ld, where would you 

l ike t o l ive?

This is exactly what our fabulous 

Year 1 and 2 students kept in mind 

as they used photos, maps and 

other information about their 

chosen country to create their very 

own scrapbook!

The children imagined that their 

scrapbook could be used as a 

record of their visit to this special 

place - a sample of all their 

favourite things about that country. 

Their scrapbooks were then used 

as a prompt for further role-play, 

and writing activities!

Well done to everyone for choosing 

such exciting places to live!
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Year  3 & 4
 In Year  3 and 4, we have been really 
enjoying our  IPC unit , Explorers and 
Advent urers. We have been learning 
about  dif ferent  explorers f rom  t he past  
and about  t he count r ies t hat  t hey 
visit ed. The children have been f inding 
out  t he nam es of  our  wor ld?s cont inent s 
and oceans and played a dice roll ing 
gam e where t hey had t o race t o 
com plet e a cont inent s j igsaw puzzle!

We also had a visit  f rom  t he fam ous 
Belgian polar  explorer  Dixie 
Dansercoer , he gave an am azing 
present at ion t o st udent s f rom  bot h 
Wat er loo and Tervuren, and t he 
children had t he oppor t unit y t o ask  
him  about  h is m any polar  expedit ions.
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Year  5 & 6
Year  5 and 6 have been 

learning all about  our  new  

IPC t opic ?A Mission t o Mars?.

What  a fascinat ing t opic!

The children have st udied t he 

planet s in our  solar  syst em  

but  have focused m ainly on 

Mars.

We have l ist ened t o m usic, 

wat ched videos, had debat es, 

m ade slideshows and even 

sent  em ails t o exper t s t o f ind 

out  m ore. 

Toby also cam e t o check  out  

t he children's f i t ness for  

space cam p! It  was a lot  of  

fun playing ast ronaut s.

The st udent s were also lucky 

t o be able t o use Lego 

Robot ics t o m ake a 

program m able Mars Rover .
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French
We love dif ferent iat ion in our  French 

class.  The dynam ic in our  classroom  

works very well. St udent s work  by 

level and progress at  t heir  own rhyt hm  

w it h t heir  own goals. They are all very 

m ot ivat ed t o express t hem selves in 

French. The f irst  Unit  t h is t erm  was 

?All About  Me?.  How can I int roduced 

m yself? Present  m y fam ily, m y t ast e 

et c (beginners). How can express 

m yself  proper ly, using t he cor rect  

gram m ar  and conjugat ion 

(int erm ediat e/advanced). The children 

did a great  job shar ing inform at ion 

w it h each ot her .

Music
Rehearsals have st ar t ed for  our  
annual Wint er  Show! The 
children pract iced t heir  l ines and 
audit ioned for  t he dif ferent  
par t s! Now we are busy m ak ing 
props, learning songs, l ines and 
developing t he dif ferent  
charact ers! Put  t he dat e in your  
diary! Don't  m iss our  show 
ZOOM!   Decem ber  10-11 
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WOW Wednesday
The first few weeks of term have been all about improving our outdoor spaces in 

line with our Green Flag School status.

We have been planting spring bulbs in our garden and are looking forward to 

seeing them bloom into flowers. We have also been building two new insect 

hotels to attract more wildlife to our garden, which will also be good for our 

flowers. Let?s hope we get lots of new guests visiting our hotel!

Finally, the children have been harvesting the potatoes, corn and courgettes that 

we planted in the spring, as well as apple picking from the glorious apple tree in 

the school grounds. Each of the children also used these fruits and vegetables to 

cook with. They made and sampled mixed vegetable soup, corn chowder and 

lastly a delicious apple and rhubarb crumble.

We certainly have green fingers here at ISF!
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NEWS FROM LIZ PTA CO-ORDINATOR

What  have t he PTA been doing?

A huge thank you to the many parents who have already become involved in the PTA?s work.  We have 

had a couple of productive coffee mornings and agreed our plan for the next few months.  We have 

some super events to look forward to the first being International Day where we support Mrs Orla and 

the school team to organise the set up/clean up of the afternoon tea.  In November we have our first 

'Hot Lunch? - you?ll have already seen the children are super lucky to have a Chinese Menu - designed by 

Monica (mum to Celine) and cooked by a team of parents.  If you would like to learn how to cook this 

meal and help on the day, or the day before - please message me.  In December, we?ll once again 

directly support Mrs Orla by providing the drinks at the Winter Show and also provide pre-Christingle 

drinks for everyone around the same time.  And back due to popular demand is Christmas Shopping - a 

long-running tradition for the children.  More details to follow as you might want to do your shopping 

over the half term.

In the meantime - a huge thank you to Vicky, Jia and Maria (alongside Mrs Orla, Sara and Alison for 

running Movie Night - it was a success with some fabulous feedback from various children saying it was 

?the best movie night ever? and ?absolutely hilarious?. 

Our main source of funding is the ISF Tervuren Foot ball Club.  We have around 100 members, 

generating a healthy source of funding for the PTA.  Gemma and Tyler organise the club, which has as 

usual involved finding a pitch (there is a shortage around here), ordering new players and coaches?  kit 

and dealing with new enquiries and memberships.  Everyone is enjoying the new pitch and its facilit ies 

(toilets, Clubhouse with bar!!) and we have lots of new members.  New expenditure includes a pair of 

much-needed goals to ensure all groups have their own correctly-sized set.  We will have a friendly 

match against Wezembeek Wanderers in the coming month, so good luck to our teams!

Help Want ed

Here is a summary of the help we need in the coming weeks:

- International Day helpers 1-2pm and again at 3.30pm to help clear up.

- Hot Lunch cooks (student cooks!!!!) and servers/washer-uppers

- Movie Night helpers (pizza and a glass of wine included)

- Christmas Decorators

- Drinks organisers for the winter show.

Get in touch if you think you can help at any of these events.  Many thanks and enjoy the half term 

week.

Liz - PTA Co-Ordinator
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MEMORIES 

Upcom ing Dat es

School of f ice rem ains 

open dur ing t he holidays 

f rom  9-12pm

Half -t erm  holidays - 28-1 

November

No school - 1 Novem ber

PTA Chinese Hot  Lunch - 22 

November

Sint er  Klaas - 6 December

Wint er  Show - 10/11 December

Wint er  Holidays - 13 

December-6 January

Wint er  Club - 16-18 December
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Meet  t he Execut ive Head of  ISF
Hello! My name is Belinda Yates and l am the 

Executive Head of ISF.  I have over 30 years 

experience working in Education in both Australia 

and Belgium and l am fluent in both English and 

Dutch. I am passionate about ensuring education is 

engaging, challenging and interactive.  I advocate 

teaching children 21st century skills, including the 

use of technology and l helped co-found the Google 

Education Group (GEG) for Belgium- helping support 

teachers in their use of technology in their 

classrooms. In 2015, my team at ISF Waterloo and l 

received an award for Outstanding Project 

Management Skills from the Project Management 

Institute of Belgium for delivering ?Project Ignition?, 

the Google for Education transformation at ISF 

Waterloo.   I am a graduate of Deakin University, 

Australia and l have completed the prestigious ?High 

Performance Leadership Programme? at Oxford 

University Business School. I believe in life-long 

learning and l am currently in my final year of a 

Masters of Education (Leadership) at the University 

of Buckingham.  I look forward to meeting you at an 

upcoming ISF Tervuren event!

Mrs Belinda Yat es

Execut ive Head of  Int ernat ional School of  Flanders
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ISF Clubs
This t erm  t he children have t he 
oppor t unit y t o t ake par t  in m any 
dif ferent  clubs. Our  t eachers are of fer ing 
Bak ing, Lego robot ics, Foot ball, St ory 
t im e, Ar t s and Craf t s, Puppet  Mak ing 
and French!

These clubs give t he children t he 
oppor t unit y t o develop t heir  int erest s or  
t ry new t hings.
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