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Welcome to a new academic year! We were delighted to see so many returning 
families, and it was a pleasure to welcome all of our new students and families. 
We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead, with lots of engaging learning 
experiences for our students and hopefully many events and opportunities to meet 
again with our whole community as COVID restrictions are eased.

I t was fantastic to see so many parents attend our onsite Curriculum Evening, and 
seeing our campus buzzing with activity once again was terrific. I  would like to 
express my gratitude to our wonderful team of teachers for all the hard work and 
improvements we have made over the years, and all of these have been done in 
order to ensure that we continue to deliver the best possible teaching and learning for your children. 

We continue to deliver a world-class curriculum, with our students at 
the center of everything we do. We always strive to improve upon what 
we already deliver in service to our community, and there are some 
exciting additions to our programmes planned for this year!

                                     Órla McLoughlin

                                                             Head of Campus
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What a jam-packed few weeks we have had to begin the new academic year. There has been a buzz around our campus 
and an air of excitement as learning is now fully underway.

We are delighted to have a new Student Council team alongside new House Captain representatives. As ever, the 
students listened brilliantly to the speeches and respectfully admired the bravery of the potential candidates to put 
themselves forward for leadership roles. 

After the speeches, the students had an opportunity to vote for their chosen leaders. Whilst it is of course always 
difficult when a candidate does not get elected, we hope this will make them even more determined to try again and be 
successful in the future. 

We are extremely proud of all our students for putting 
themselves forward. 

The Student Council and House Captain positions were 
allocated as follows:

President : Sara Vice President: Bertie

Secretary: JP Treasurer: Joris 

Sax House Captain: Maxim          Hergé House Captain: Olivia 

Rubens House Captain: Lukne     Mercator House Captain: Alexander 

We are already excited about our forthcoming meetings and listening to everyone?s ideas.

Julie Boyd 

Deputy Head of Campus



Pre-School has been 
celebrating Bamboo, 
our cuddly panda?s, 
3rd birthday.  As 
part of our 
International 
Primary Curriculum 
?All About Me? topic, we have been 
learning about how old we are.  To 

prepare for Bamboo?s big day, we made 
playdough birthday cakes with 3 candles, 
painted pictures with balloons, created 
birthday cards and wrapped presents in 
the birthday role-play area.  Finally, we 
held a party where we ran around with 
balloons, ate delicious birthday cake and 
played pass-the-parcel.  We had great fun! 

EARLY YEARS AND FOUNDATION STAGE
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Pre-Pr imary has been very 
busy with their IPC unit 
?Family and Friends?. We 
discussed where we come from 
and had a look at the globe. 
We created our own world map 
and coloured the flags of our 
home-countries. We alse celebrated our diversity with 

our annual International 
Day. As part of our IPC 
unit, we visited the ISF 
Waterloo campus. We had 
the chance to make new 
friends and play exciting 
games!



In Year 1 we have been learning about ourselves, our 

feelings and our rights! The children have used the medium 

of play dough to express different emotions and have had 

much fun acting them out. In PSHE with Year 2, the 

children have embraced the subject matter and have 

generated interesting discussion in relation to themselves, 

how they interact with other people and the world beyond 

our classroom. We have focussed on what it means to have 

rights and what those rights are.  

YEAR 1 
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YEAR 2 
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In Year 2, together with Year 1, as part of our 
International Primary Curriculum ?Who am I?? we 
have been learning about ourselves and our feelings. 
We created a little book about 'who am I '? (my 
family, my friends, what I  like, when I  grow up). We 
also talked about feelings and what makes us feel 
angry? We came up with lots of tips to manage anger! 

We learn about the host and home country. We 
located and labelled Belgium and some of our 
classmates' home countries on a world map and drew pictures to 
represent information about the countries 
(flags, weather, typical food, language). 
We had lots of fun!

For the UN Peace Day, we talked about 
peace and how we can work together to 
face the world after the pandemic. We 
created our own paper plate peace sign 
with watercolours. What a wonderful start to the school year!



YEAR 3 AND YEAR 4
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Have you ever heard of a BoneShaker?...How about a 
Penny-Farthing?

Would you believe that these are all names of bicycles which were 
designed, constructed and ridden over a hundred years ago? True 
Story!

The bicycle has a rich history, one that has quite a mysterious gap 
from around 1880 with the safety bicycle, to 1960, when the 
creation of the racing bike came into existence. Not only does the 
bicycle have quite an interesting history, it also has a productive 
one. This wonderful creation has become our second most favoured 
mode of transportation.

Our very creative Year 3/ 4 class has been hard at work creating some bicycle designs that will prove 
revolutionary!

Imagine a future where bicycles have 
evolved from having an electric engine 
to being able to...fly or 
...skim on water! Our 
class has, and I  have 
to say - I  think it?s 
Genius!



YEAR 5
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Year 5 have had a wonderful start to the new academic year. The Entry Point for our 
IPC unit ?Express Yourself? was a fantastic way for us all to get to know each other and 

to bond together as a class. The class took part in team-building 
activities such as the creation of a strawberry garden that will 
provide us with delicious fruit in the Spring and Summer terms. I t 
took lots of hard work to clear the over-grown garden beds but by 
working together and persevering, the class created their very own 
patch of perfection! The children also participated in an activity 
that highlights our school motto: Rich in Diversity, United by 
Values. This game was called ?Me Too?, and highlighted the fact 
that even though we come from many different backgrounds and 
cultures, we all have things in our lives that we share and unite us 
as a global community. 

As we have continued to explore our IPC unit ?Express 
Yourself?, we have also looked at the way our feelings can 
influence our own behaviour as well as the emotions of 
others around us. This lead to the creation of some 
fantastic anti-bullying campaigns that have been 
displayed around the school to remind everyone of the 
importance of being kind to each other every day. 



YEAR 6
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Year 6 enjoyed their ?Entry Point? as part of their IPC ?Mission To Mars? unit.  The 
students imagined what Martians might look like if they did exist. They were inspired by 

movies and books they have read too; looking at how Martians 
have been depicted over the years. Everyone had lots of fun 
creating their imaginary life forms. They also used a variety of 
different-sized balls to show their understanding of our Solar 
System during their ?Knowledge Harvest? and the 
relationship of the planets to each other and to the 
sun. The students quickly demonstrated their 

understanding and loved the practical aspect of the lesson.

For the UN Peace Day on September 21st, the students reflected on peace and 
how the world needs to rebuild itself after the pandemic and how working 

together to solve 
these problems, 
now and in the 
future, will be mutually beneficial to all. The children looked 
at the dove as a symbol of peace and created their own 
doves using paper plates. They also brain-stormed 
vocabulary related to peace and used this to write poetry 
and to add to their artworks.  I t has been a very successful 
start to the new academic year. 



FRENCH
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Year 5 French ?C?est la rentrée'

In Year 5 French class, we learned to introduce 
ourselves, talk about others 
and ask questions.

So we made a TV news 
programme called 
"Breaking News" in which a 
student plays the journalist 
and interviews another 
student. We tried to 
recreate the conditions of a 
TV set. The students 
prepared their text but they had to improvise too.

Year 3-4 French 

In Year 3-4, we learned the vocabulary of autumn 
(weather, clothes, nature). We then went on a treasure 
hunt in the playground and collected autumnal items. 
The winner got a nice little present!

 

1.Bonjour!(Good morning, hello)

2.Bienvenue. (Welcome.)

3.Madame/ Monsieur/ Mademoiselle(Mrs. / Mr. 
/ Miss)

4.Pardon, excusez-moi.(Pardon, excuse me.)

5. Parlez-vous anglais?(Do you speak English?)

6.Je ne parle pas français. (I  do not speak French.)

7.À tout à l?heure!(See you later!)

8.Merci/ Merci beaucoup. (Thank you/ Thank you 
very much.)

9.Au revoir!(Goodbye!)

10.De rien.(You?re welcome.)
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We are delighted to have started the school year back on site and beginning to ease restrictions.  I  want to 
extend my sincere thanks to everyone for living up to the ISF values of overcoming our challenges and 
being adaptable.  In changing and challenging times, our school council and student leadership team 
continue to play an integral part in ensuring students´  voice and well being. Student Leadership builds 
confidence and helps children solve problems creatively, make decisions, work in a team, and collaboratively 
with others. I t gives children opportunities to develop responsibility and demonstrates that their actions can 
make a difference. I  congratulate the student council of our Tervuren campus for their appointments and 
wish them all the best. I  look forward to our leadership seminars with them. 

Council of International School (CIS) Team visit for Accreditation! 

ISF has been on a journey of improvement since 2017 when we started the CIS accrediatation process.  
With the help, support and hard work of our whole community working as one team we have focused and 
improved in the 8 CIS domains:

A- Purpose and Guiding Statements B- Board and Governance

C- Curriculum D- Teaching and Assessment

E- Well-being F- Staffing

G- Facilities and Resources H- Community Communications
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The last week of October (25- 29 October 2021) we will complete the final 
step our CIS Team visit!  Seven experienced educators will visit our school 
virtually to assess ISF in each of these areas.  They will be speaking to a 
wide range of members of our school community including parents. 

We look forward to showing CIS our wonderful school and we will share their 
findings with you once we receive the final report!

Belinda Yates

Executive Head of School

"If I have done anything, even a 
litt le, to help small children enjoy 
honest, simple pleasures, I have 
done a bit of good."

       Beatrix Potter



FROM OUR DEPUTY EXECUTIVE HEAD

Issue 1   |   2021

A great start to the academic year, with many exciting events and extension 
activities on our calendar. We very much look forward to the new school year, and 
we warmly welcome all of our returning, and our new families. Apart from the 
normal hustle and bustle of the school year, we are also undergoing our 
accreditation visit. This is an important step in our development as a school. We 
hope to join the ranks of the top 25% of international schools globally. We certainly 
are a small school punching above our weightclass! 

Accreditation is important because it is a symbol of high-quality education and student-centered care. I f we look at 
what parents should look for when deciding on an international school for their children, we are proud that ISF stands 
along the best. According to the International School Database, parents should look for the following:

Education - High-quality, internationally recognised curriculum which has been documented and planned. I f a school is 
not able to show that they have a clear academic map, stay away! ISF is proud to have a comprehensive curriculum 

report, which can be shared upon request. 

Space - Classrooms and Outside areas, and other 
facilities to promote safe, and engaging learning. 
Our classrooms are neat and tidy, and well 
resourced. Our outside play areas are student 
centered, and comply with the highest Health 
and Safety requirements. 
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Ethos - 'Rich in Diversity, United by Values' - our values encompass all. A 
conversation with our students reveal that the one thing they appreciate the 
most about our school, is that all is made to feel welcome, and everybody has 
somebody to work, play and talk with. We are a small, caring family-school. 

Class Size - Many international schools have large class sizes. I t is not 
uncommon for classes to have over 28 students in the group. ISF will never go 
above 18 students in a class as we feel that this enables us to deliver the best 
education for your child, and allows for individual attention to each student

Cost  - As a not-for-profit, our fees are very reasonable and everything goes 
back into the school. Whatever profit is made, is always spent to improve the teaching and learning we offer for your 
children. 

Teachers and Staff - What a team! Our teachers and support staff are highly 
qualified and trained. We have an excellent balance between long-term vs new 
staff, something which is important in international schools as the movement of 
teachers bring fresh ideas and perspectives to our students. We also maintain a 
very low teacher to student ratio of 1 teacher for every 8 students. 

Cobus Steyn

Deputy Executive Head
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